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Hard truths, though inconvenient, can often be cathartic, and, if matched with vigour and determination,
a catalytic opportunity to take corrective action. Today, our planet is on an unsustainable course. There
are more than 59 million primary-aged out of school children (OOSC) worldwide. That figure stands in
stark contrast to notions of progress and the viability of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
an agenda where progress in education is essential to the achievement of a number of other goals.
Through will, work and commitment, several countries come close to keeping the promise of universal
primary education (UPE). Yet, for almost a decade and in some cases even longer, UPE has not become
a reality. EAC wishes to help these countries close that gap through its new Zero OOSC Strategy.
We know what the barriers to education are and how to overcome them. We know that, ultimately, it
costs more in real dollars to have children out of school than it does to educate them. And, perhaps
most importantly, we know that by coming together and working in partnership, we can create greater
impact than by working alone. We know what works! It’s time we make UPE a reality and reach those
relatively small, but persistent pockets of OOSC who have yet to realise their right to education. EAC will
do its part by working with NGOs and other partners to support governments in their quest to facilitate
education inclusion.
Now is the time to affirm another plain truth: A world with Zero OOSC is a better world for us all. Let’s
run #TheLastMile for OOSC.

WHAT IS EAC?

Aiming to trigger significant breakthroughs and a material difference in the lives of children who have
no access to primary education, Educate A Child (EAC), a global programme of the Education Above
All Foundation launched in 2012, has been helping millions of out of school children all over the world,
through partnership and innovation, to overcome the access and retention barriers blocking their path
to education. Playing a leadership role in the field of OOSC and quality primary education, EAC strives
to achieve individual and social outcomes for these children and their communities, resulting in a more
sustainable world for everyone.

MANDATE:
EAC’s original mandate was to influence the enrolment and retention of more than 10 million children
who are denied a primary education worldwide. EAC focusses on the most marginalised children; with a
special emphasis on children in poverty; those facing social or cultural barriers to education; and children
burdened by crisis and conflict. Through partnership and an orientation towards scale, innovation and
sustainability, EAC contributes to creating a world where every child can realise her/his right to quality
education.

VISION:
EAC envisions a world where all children have the opportunity to access a quality primary education. It
pursues this global endeavour by supporting and expanding direct interventions that target the barriers
preventing OOSC from fulfilling their right to a quality education.

The 10 Million Milestone Reached
April 2018 marked a key milestone for EAC, as its founder, Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, other
eminent personalities from across the globe, and EAC and its many partners joined in a joyful occasion in
New York, acknowledging that the programme had secured commitments to enrol more than 10.4 million
OOSC into quality primary education.

An Ongoing Commitment to Keep the Promise
Yet, EAC, cognizant of the progress made, lessons learned and the promises left unfulfilled, has remained
steadfast in its aim to identify and enrol the hardest-to-reach OOSC. For sustainable development means
little if millions of children’s basic human right to education is violated. Uneducated children miss out
on a chance at a better life for themselves, their families and communities. The continued incidence of
OOSC, particularly in countries that linger on the cusp of UPE, serves as a clarion call for the world to
change the way it works if we are to achieve a sustainable planet.
Education is central to this ambitious objective. By working together to demonstrate how a country can
bring OOSC down to Zero, we shall be proposing effective means to address some of the major challenges
facing children and communities. Let’s get to work!

SINCE INCEPTION, EAC HAS SUPPORTED 73 PROJECTS
IN 50 COUNTRIES
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A NEW EQUATION

The march to 10 million was only the beginning. EAC takes to heart its role as a leader for global action
and creating opportunities for OOSC around the world to actualise a brighter future through education.
Aside from the moral and legal imperative, the data make it clear: Investments in basic education, starting
with primary, have immediate and long-term benefits across all societal sectors, especially for national
economies. Education is the smart technology for a sustainable future.
In addition to continuing to reach OOSC the world over, with the implementation of Zero OOSC, EAC will
collaborate with approximately three governments annually that have been working steadily over the
years to bring UPE to fruition and education exclusion to a final conclusion.
Based on what governments and the larger EAC partnership have learned about including OOSC we shall:
Consult with interested governments to determine if we have common ground and a means to
reach a common goal;
Facilitate technical support and partnership development to undertake the challenge;
Identify an affordable financing mechanism; and
Undertake a joint partnership through an agreed-upon framework, budget and timeline.
Zero OOSC strategies for an individual country may include alternative education delivery systems in
the hardest-to-reach areas, alternative funding models, and more robust and comprehensive data than
is currently available on OOSC. Moreover, where there are large OOSC populations, or unique internal
constraints, other options may initially consist of elaborating “Zero OOSC Zones” as a first step towards
Zero OOSC nationally.

IRC – Democratic Republic of the Congo

OUR APPROACH TO SCALE

This ambitious task will require commitment, consultation, careful planning, flexible implementation and
resources (human and financial). Yet it is also on a fast track. EAC is eager to jump start this initiative
and help the highest hanging fruit enter into quality primary education.
Zero OOSC presents an opportunity for governments, their partners and other education stakeholders
to be creative, refashion their approach to effecting change and develop stronger, diversified education
systems that leave no one behind.
That a staggering 59 million plus primary-aged children are out of school is an unsustainable burden that
our collective future on the planet simply cannot bear. Scaling effective and proven models for education
interventions was a key ingredient that allowed EAC to provide millions of OOSC an opportunity to learn
in a short timeframe. This could only be done by leveraging the technical, experiential, organisational and
financial resources of a global network of partners. EAC’s investment in local knowledge and experience
provides the opportunity to scale effective solutions quickly and efficiently.
EAC works at scale by leveraging the full range of resources available. For example, EAC:
Reinforces what works – we identify strong partners and provide technical and financial
resources to scale-up proven models, reducing the time spent determining what will be effective
or reinventing the wheel. EAC supports and scales programmes that enrol large numbers of
OOSC.
Ensures partner projects are aligned with government plans and priorities, thereby
strengthening the systems in place, which serves a dual purpose of minimising the duplication
of efforts and encouraging ownership and sustainability.
Builds on existing capacity and programmatic infrastructure to keep costs down and expedite
service delivery.
Encourages local ownership and investment to ensure successful implementation and
sustainability of projects.
Upon this solid foundation, EAC is poised for a new phase of impactful education interventions to
buttress the efforts of determined countries to bring their lingering OOSC populations – the forgotten
children – to a formidable Zero.

PARTNERSHIPS FOR A SUSTAINABLE PLANET

UNICEF USA - Syria

From the outset, EAC’s strategy has concentrated on partnership and because of this central organising
tenet, we were able to secure commitments to enrol over 10.4 million OOSC in just under six years.
This accomplishment puts into stark relief hard evidence that by working together, even seemingly
intractable global challenges can be addressed, and the right to quality education no longer eludes the
most vulnerable children.

Ranging from international educational, development and humanitarian organisations to locally based
groups, EAC has garnered an extensive partnership network. Still, EAC seeks to mobilise additional
interest, commitment and investment from governments, the private sector, foundations and individuals.
Our partners have included:
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OUR ACHIEVEMENTS

Every year, EAC turns more formerly OOSC into enrolled students, building on progress and pushing ever
closer towards a more equitable and sustainable future.
Having realised a core part of its organisational mandate by securing enrolment commitments in excess
of 10.4 million and enrolling upwards of 8.4 million, EAC’s financial commitment to date stands at over
US$674 million with additional leveraged funds of more than US$1.1 billion in partner co-funding. Total
funding for EAC projects now exceeds US$1.8 billion.
EAC’s progression regarding partner commitments to enrol OOSC and actual enrolments, over the years,
is summarised below.
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LET’S GET TO ZERO OOSC!

HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT OUT OF SCHOOL CHILDREN?
On average, EAC invests up to US$125 towards enabling a child to fulfil her/his right to a quality primary
education. We need your help to #KeepThePromise of a brighter future to OOSC across the globe.

DONATE
Visit our parent foundation’s website to make a donation or contact us directly. No matter how big or
small, your contribution goes a long way to making a positive difference in the lives of children around the
world! In addition, there are no overhead costs associated with EAC, so 100 per cent of your contribution
goes directly to helping OOSC in need.
EAC needs many kinds of partners to accelerate the identification, enrolment and completion of quality
primary education for OOSC. We extend an open invitation to potential partners that span the spectrum
to join us in this endeavour.
http://educationaboveall.org/#!/donate
Follow us on social media

www.educateachild.org - www.educationaboveall.org
Education Above All

educationaboveall_eaa

@EAA_Foundation

Education Above All Foundation

By taking these simple steps on social media, you can add your voice to an agenda that helps sustain 		
our planet and eliminates education exclusion – ZERO out of school children.
1. Use our hashtags #EAA, #EAC, #EducationMeans, #ItIsPossible, #KeepThePromise and #TheLastMile
to raise awareness of our mission;
2. Like, share and repost our content; and
3. Tag your friends, followers and social media influencers in shared or related content.

UNHCR - Uganda

We all have a role to play, individually and collectively. We know from
our experiences, there is no one answer to every situation. We know
that different countries have different problems and different dynamics
that need to be approached in different ways. We need to be selective
and eclectic, and always innovative and creative.

~ Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser

#TheLastMile

